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ABSTRACT

This thesis examines ways to increase the effectiveness of teaching German through blended
learning technology. In modern language education, the combination of classroom instruction
with digital learning environments creates favorable conditions for improving learners’
communicative competence, motivation, and autonomy. The study analyzes the pedagogical
essence of blended learning and identifies the main methodological factors that determine its
effectiveness in German language teaching. Special attention is given to the balanced
integration of face-to-face and online instruction, the use of authentic digital resources, the
organization of interactive tasks, and the role of continuous feedback. The findings show that
the effectiveness of teaching German through blended learning depends on purposeful
instructional design, learner-centered differentiation, and the systematic combination of
traditional and digital methods. The thesis concludes that blended learning technology serves
as an effective methodological model for modern German language teaching when it is
organized on the basis of clear didactic principles and communicative goals.
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INTRODUCTION

The modernization of foreign language education has led to the growing importance of teaching
models that combine traditional pedagogy with digital innovation. Among such models,
blended learning has become especially significant because it unites the strengths of classroom
interaction with the flexibility and accessibility of online learning. In German language teaching,
this approach is highly relevant, since successful language acquisition requires regular
communication, repeated practice, independent work, and contact with authentic linguistic
material. Classroom instruction alone often cannot provide sufficient time and flexibility for
these processes, while purely digital learning may weaken live communication and pedagogical
guidance. Therefore, the problem of increasing the effectiveness of teaching German through
blended learning technology has become one of the important methodological questions in
contemporary language pedagogy.

The relevance of this topic is determined by the need to improve the quality of German language
instruction under conditions of educational digitalization. Learners today need not only
grammatical knowledge and vocabulary, but also the ability to communicate in meaningful
situations, understand authentic speech, and work independently with digital information. The
purpose of this thesis is to analyze the main ways of increasing the effectiveness of teaching
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German through blended learning technology and to identify the methodological conditions
that make this model pedagogically productive.

The study is based on theoretical analysis of scientific literature in the fields of foreign language
methodology, digital pedagogy, communicative language teaching, and blended learning. The
methodological framework combines the communicative, competence-based, learner-
centered, and digital didactic approaches. The communicative approach makes it possible to
interpret German language learning as the development of practical language use. The
competence-based approach allows the analysis of blended learning in relation to integrated
linguistic, communicative, and intercultural competence. The learner-centered approach
focuses on individual differences, motivation, and self-regulation. The digital didactic approach
explains how online tools can be transformed into pedagogically meaningful resources.
Conceptual analysis and synthesis were applied to identify the methodological factors that
enhance effectiveness in blended German language teaching. Comparative interpretation was
used to examine how classroom and online components interact in a unified instructional
system.

The analysis shows that one of the main ways to increase the effectiveness of teaching German
through blended learning is to ensure a clear pedagogical distribution of functions between
classroom and online work. Classroom sessions should primarily support live communication,
pronunciation practice, immediate correction, and collaborative speaking activities, while
digital environments should be used for vocabulary reinforcement, grammar training, listening
repetition, reading practice, and independent writing. When each component has a clearly
defined methodological role, the learning process becomes more coherent and productive.
Another important factor is the systematic use of authentic digital materials. German can be
taught more effectively when learners regularly interact with real linguistic input such as short
videos, dialogues, news texts, audio fragments, and digital exercises adapted to their level.
Authentic materials expand students’ exposure to natural language and help them connect
classroom content with real communicative situations. Their effectiveness increases when the
teacher selects them according to learners’ needs and integrates them with specific
communicative tasks rather than presenting them as isolated digital content.

The findings also indicate that interactivity is essential for increasing effectiveness. Blended
learning should not be limited to uploading exercises or homework onto digital platforms. Its
methodological value depends on interactive tasks that encourage learners to respond,
collaborate, compare, and reflect. In German language teaching, this may include online
discussions, digital quizzes, paired speaking assignments, collaborative text production, and
guided listening tasks. Such activities strengthen learners’ engagement and create continuity
between face-to-face and virtual learning spaces.

A further way to improve effectiveness lies in strengthening learner autonomy. Blended
learning allows students to manage time, revisit materials, complete tasks at an individual pace,
and monitor their own progress. This is especially important in German language learning,
where sustained repetition and independent review are necessary for stable results. However,
autonomy does not emerge automatically. It becomes effective only when learners are provided
with clear guidance, structured digital pathways, and understandable criteria for success. In
this way, independence is combined with pedagogical support.
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The study further demonstrates that continuous feedback significantly increases the
effectiveness of blended German language instruction. In classroom teaching, feedback is
immediate and dialogic, while digital platforms make it possible to provide repeated,
individualized, and trackable feedback. When students receive regular information about
errors, progress, and strategies for improvement, their motivation and accuracy increase.
Feedback also supports self-correction, which is an important element of language
development.

Differentiation is another important factor. Learners vary in pace, prior preparation, interest,
and language confidence. Blended learning technology makes it possible to offer varied tasks,
levels of complexity, and additional resources. This strengthens the effectiveness of German
teaching because students can work according to their own level while still participating in a
common course structure. As a result, learning becomes more inclusive and adaptive.

The discussion confirms that the effectiveness of teaching German through blended learning
technology depends not on technology itself, but on its methodological organization. If digital
tools are added without didactic logic, the process may become fragmented and superficial.
However, when classroom and online learning are integrated around communicative aims,
blended learning becomes a powerful instructional model. It increases learning time, expands
access to resources, and allows the teacher to combine collective and individual forms of work
more effectively.

For German language teaching, this is especially important because successful learning requires
balance between structured explanation and repeated communicative practice. Blended
learning offers such balance by combining direct pedagogical interaction with flexible digital
support. It also creates conditions for greater learner responsibility and more stable
engagement with the language.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the effectiveness of teaching German through blended learning technology can
be increased through the purposeful integration of classroom and digital instruction, the use of
authentic materials, interactive task design, support of learner autonomy, regular feedback, and
differentiated learning pathways. These factors transform blended learning into a
methodologically grounded and pedagogically productive model of language teaching. The
study makes it possible to conclude that blended learning is most effective when it is organized
not as a technical supplement, but as a coherent educational system directed toward
communicative competence and learner development.
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