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ABSTRACT 

This thesis examines the methodology for developing German language competencies in a 

blended learning environment. In contemporary foreign language education, blended learning 

has become an effective instructional model that combines the pedagogical advantages of face-

to-face teaching with the flexibility and technological support of digital learning. Such an 

environment creates favorable conditions for the integrated development of linguistic, 

communicative, sociocultural, and strategic competencies. The study analyzes the 

methodological principles of competence development in German language teaching under 

blended learning conditions and identifies the main pedagogical factors that ensure its 

effectiveness. The findings show that the successful development of German language 

competencies in a blended learning environment depends on clear didactic organization, 

balanced integration of online and classroom tasks, and the use of authentic materials and 

regular feedback. The thesis concludes that blended learning provides a productive 

methodological basis for the comprehensive development of German language competencies 

when it is implemented through systematic and learner-centered instruction. 

 

KEYWORDS: Blended learning, German language teaching, language competencies, 

communicative competence, digital learning environment, learner autonomy, authentic 

materials, interactive instruction, feedback, methodology. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The transformation of modern education under the influence of digital technologies has 

significantly changed the methodology of foreign language teaching. Traditional classroom 

instruction remains essential for direct pedagogical interaction, yet it is increasingly 

complemented by online platforms, multimedia resources, and digital communication tools. In 

this context, blended learning has emerged as one of the most effective models for organizing 

language instruction because it combines direct face-to-face work with independent and 

interactive digital learning. This approach is especially relevant for teaching German, where the 

formation of language competencies requires regular exposure to authentic input, systematic 

practice of productive and receptive skills, and opportunities for guided as well as autonomous 

learning. 

The relevance of the topic is determined by the need to develop methodological solutions that 

ensure the effective formation of German language competencies under contemporary 

educational conditions. Language learning today requires not only the acquisition of vocabulary 

and grammar but also the ability to communicate meaningfully, interpret authentic discourse, 

use digital resources, and continue learning independently. For this reason, the purpose of this 

thesis is to analyze the methodology for developing German language competencies in a 
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blended learning environment and to determine the didactic conditions that make this process 

effective. 

The study is based on theoretical analysis of research in foreign language pedagogy, blended 

learning methodology, communicative teaching, and digital didactics. The methodological 

framework combines the communicative approach, competence-based approach, learner-

centered approach, and digital pedagogical approach. The communicative approach makes it 

possible to view German language learning as the development of practical communicative 

ability. The competence-based approach supports the understanding of language learning as 

an integrated process involving linguistic, sociolinguistic, discourse, and strategic components. 

The learner-centered approach emphasizes individual pace, autonomy, and meaningful 

participation. The digital pedagogical approach allows the interpretation of online tools as 

methodological means of extending and enriching language learning. 

The methods used include conceptual analysis, comparative interpretation, and synthesis. 

These methods made it possible to examine the relationship between classroom teaching and 

online learning, as well as to identify the methodological principles that support the 

development of German language competencies in a blended format. 

The analysis shows that the methodology for developing German language competencies in a 

blended learning environment is based on the principle of pedagogical integration. Blended 

learning is effective not when digital tools are added mechanically to the educational process, 

but when classroom and online components are methodologically connected. In such an 

environment, face-to-face instruction supports live communication, pronunciation 

development, immediate clarification, and guided speaking interaction, while digital learning 

provides opportunities for vocabulary reinforcement, grammar practice, repeated listening, 

independent reading, and written assignments. This functional distinction increases the 

coherence of the learning process and contributes to more stable competence development. 

A key methodological principle is communicative orientation. German language competencies 

are formed most effectively when language is used as a means of meaningful communication 

rather than as an isolated system of rules. In a blended learning environment, students can 

engage in communicative speaking and discussion during classroom sessions, while digital 

tasks can reinforce comprehension and language form through interactive exercises, listening 

practice, and online written communication. This allows communicative competence to 

develop through the continuous interaction of live and mediated learning experiences. 

The findings also indicate that learner autonomy is one of the central conditions of success in a 

blended environment. German language competencies cannot be developed fully within limited 

classroom time alone. Students need the opportunity to review materials, repeat exercises, 

monitor their progress, and work at their own pace. Digital tools support this process by 

making resources available beyond the classroom and enabling repeated contact with language 

input. However, autonomy becomes pedagogically effective only when supported by clear 

instructions, structured learning sequences, and meaningful feedback. In this way, independent 

work is transformed into guided self-development rather than unstructured activity. 

Another important result concerns the role of authentic materials. German language 

competencies develop more effectively when learners interact with real linguistic and cultural 

content such as audio recordings, short videos, dialogues, informational texts, and digital media 

resources. In a blended learning environment, such materials can be integrated systematically 
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into both online and classroom work. Their didactic value lies in exposing learners to natural 

vocabulary, speech patterns, and sociocultural context. This strengthens not only listening and 

reading skills but also discourse awareness and intercultural understanding. 

The study also shows that interaction remains essential in blended learning. German language 

teaching should not be limited to individual online tasks, but should include student-teacher 

communication, peer collaboration, discussion, and feedback exchange. Such interaction is 

important because communicative competence develops through active dialogue and 

participation. 

Regular feedback is another key methodological factor. In the classroom, it helps correct 

pronunciation, grammar, and communication errors immediately, while in digital 

environments it can be provided through automated checks, teacher comments, and progress 

tracking. Together, these forms of feedback strengthen motivation, support self-correction, and 

increase learners’ awareness of their progress. 

The discussion confirms that the development of German language competencies in a blended 

learning environment depends on the balanced relationship between pedagogical guidance and 

digital flexibility. Blended learning is not simply a technical format but a methodological model 

that requires clear planning and didactic logic. If online and classroom elements are poorly 

connected, the learning process becomes fragmented. If, however, they are integrated around 

communicative goals and competence development, blended learning can significantly improve 

the effectiveness of German language instruction. 

This model is especially productive because it allows the teacher to preserve the irreplaceable 

advantages of classroom teaching while extending learning opportunities through digital 

means. The classroom remains central for live communication and pedagogical support, while 

the digital environment strengthens repetition, access, flexibility, and individualization. As a 

result, language competencies develop not in isolated lessons but in a continuous educational 

space. 

 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the methodology for developing German language competencies in a blended 

learning environment is based on the integration of classroom and digital instruction, 

communicative orientation, learner autonomy, authentic materials, interaction, and regular 

feedback. The study shows that blended learning creates favorable conditions for the effective 

development of linguistic and communicative competence. Its main value lies in combining 

traditional and digital teaching into one coherent instructional model. 
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