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ABSTRACT

This article examines E.V.Rtveladze’s contribution to the study of ancient statehood and
historical-cultural processes in Uzbekistan. It highlights his research on Bactria, Tokharistan,
the Kushan period, Kampyrtepa, historical geography, and numismatics. The study also
evaluates the significance of his archaeological research in reconstructing the political and
cultural history of ancient Central Asia.
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INTRODUCTION

The study of ancient statehood and historical-cultural processes in Uzbekistan is one of the
important directions of Central Asian historical and archaeological scholarship. Archaeological
discoveries, written sources, numismatic materials, and epigraphic evidence have significantly
expanded scholarly understanding of the political, economic, and cultural development of the
region.

E.V.Rtveladze made a significant contribution to this field through his research on ancient
Bactria, Tokharistan, the Kushan period, historical geography, numismatics, urbanization, and
ancient trade routes. His archaeological investigations in southern Uzbekistan, particularly at
Kampyrtepa, provided important evidence for reconstructing the development of ancient
settlements, statehood, and cultural relations.

This article aims to analyze E.V.Rtveladze’s contribution to the study of ancient statehood and
historical-cultural processes in Uzbekistan and to assess the significance of his scholarly legacy
for modern historical and archaeological research.

Discussion and results. E.V.Rtveladze’s scholarly legacy occupies an important place in the
study of the ancient history and statehood of Uzbekistan. His research significantly expanded
the archaeological and historical source base for reconstructing political, economic, and
cultural processes in Central Asia. One of the most important features of his work was the
combination of archaeological evidence with written sources, numismatic materials, epigraphy,
and historical geography. This interdisciplinary approach allowed him to examine ancient
statehood not only through political events but also through urban development, economic
relations, monetary circulation, and cultural interaction [1].

A major part of Rtveladze’s research was devoted to Bactria and Tokharistan, particularly the
territories of present-day southern Uzbekistan. He considered this region one of the major

centers of ancient civilization in CentWia. Archaeological investigations in the
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Surkhandarya region provided important evidence concerning the development of settlements,
fortified centers, urban culture, craftsmanship, and trade. Together with other archaeological
studies, his works contributed to a more detailed reconstruction of the historical development
of Northern Bactria and Tokharistan [2].

Rtveladze paid particular attention to the relationship between urbanization and ancient
statehood. In his interpretation, ancient cities were not merely large settlements but important
political, administrative, economic, and cultural centers. The development of fortifications,
planned urban spaces, craft production, monetary circulation, and trade networks reflected
increasing social and political complexity. Consequently, archaeological evidence from ancient
urban centers became an important source for examining the formation and development of
state structures in the territory of Uzbekistan [3].

An important direction of his research was associated with the Kushan period. The Kushan era
represented a significant stage in the political and cultural history of southern Uzbekistan and
Central Asia. Archaeological and numismatic evidence demonstrates the development of urban
centers, international trade, monetary circulation, religious diversity, and cultural contacts
during this period. Rtveladze’s studies contributed to understanding the place of Northern
Bactria within the wider political and economic system of the Kushan world [4].

One of the most significant archaeological sites associated with Rtveladze’s scholarly activity is
Kampyrtepa, located on the Amu Darya in southern Uzbekistan. Long-term investigations of the
site revealed fortifications, residential structures, streets, pottery assemblages, coins, and other
archaeological materials. These discoveries provided important information about the
development of settlement systems and communication networks along the Oxus and
demonstrated the strategic significance of the Amu Darya crossings in antiquity [5]. Rtveladze
also proposed the identification of Kampyrtepa with Alexandria on the Oxus. His interpretation
was based on archaeological, topographical, chronological, and historical-geographical
arguments [6]. Although the localization of Alexandria on the Oxus remains a matter of
scholarly discussion, this hypothesis stimulated further research into the Hellenistic history of
southern Uzbekistan and the historical geography of Alexander the Great's campaigns in
Central Asia. Thus, the importance of Rtveladze’s work lies not only in proposing a specific
localization but also in expanding scholarly discussion concerning Hellenistic urbanism and
political geography in the region.

Another major contribution of Rtveladze was his research in numismatics. Coins were treated
by him as valuable historical sources for reconstructing political authority, dynastic relations,
economic development, monetary systems, and cultural contacts. Numismatic evidence was
especially important in cases where written sources were limited or fragmentary. By
comparing coins with archaeological contexts and historical information, Rtveladze
contributed to the clarification of a number of chronological and political problems in the
ancient history of Central Asia [7].

His studies of historical geography also played a significant role in reconstructing ancient
statehood. Rtveladze examined the location of settlements, political centers, river crossings,
ancient roads, and regional boundaries. This approach demonstrated that the political history
of ancient Central Asia cannot be fully understood without considering geographical conditions
and communication systems. Rivers, mountain passes, oases, and trade routes influenced the
location of urban centers and the development of political and economic relations [8].
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The history of the Great Silk Road constituted another important aspect of his research.
Rtveladze emphasized that the territory of present-day Uzbekistan functioned as an important
crossroads connecting different parts of Central Asia with China, India, Iran, and the
Mediterranean world. These routes facilitated not only the exchange of goods but also the
circulation of technologies, artistic traditions, religious ideas, and cultural practices [9].
Therefore, his studies contributed to understanding ancient Uzbekistan as an active participant
in transregional historical and cultural processes.

Rtveladze’s contribution is also significant in the study of cultural interaction. Archaeological
artifacts, coins, architecture, religious monuments, and artistic objects from southern
Uzbekistan demonstrate the interaction of local Central Asian traditions with Hellenistic,
Iranian, Indian, and other cultural influences. Rather than interpreting these influences as
simple borrowing, his research helped reveal the complex processes of adaptation and cultural
synthesis that characterized the historical development of the region [2; 10].

The results of the analysis show that Rtveladze approached ancient statehood as a complex
historical phenomenon. Political institutions were closely related to urbanization, economic
development, monetary circulation, trade routes, geographical conditions, and cultural
interaction. This broad approach distinguished his studies from interpretations based
primarily on dynastic or political history. Another important result of his scholarly activity was
the introduction of a large body of archaeological and numismatic evidence into academic
circulation. Through field investigations and subsequent publications, archaeological materials
from southern Uzbekistan became available for broader comparative studies of Bactria,
Tokharistan, the Kushan world, and Central Asian civilization [5; 7].

Overall, E.V.Rtveladze’s research significantly contributed to the reconstruction of ancient
statehood and historical-cultural processes in Uzbekistan. His studies demonstrated the
importance of southern Uzbekistan as one of the major centers of ancient urbanization and
interstate communication in Central Asia. The integration of archaeology, numismatics,
epigraphy, written evidence, and historical geography enabled him to develop a comprehensive
interpretation of the region’s ancient past [1; 10].

The results of this study therefore indicate that Rtveladze’s contribution should be evaluated
in several interconnected dimensions: the study of Bactria and Tokharistan, research on
Kushan history, investigation of Kampyrtepa, reconstruction of ancient urbanization,
development of Central Asian numismatics and historical geography, and analysis of
transregional trade and cultural contacts. Together, these directions constitute an important
part of his scholarly legacy and continue to provide a significant foundation for the study of the
ancient history and statehood of Uzbekistan.

Conclusion

In conclusion, E. V. Rtveladze made a significant contribution to the study of ancient statehood
and historical-cultural processes in Uzbekistan. His research on Bactria, Tokharistan, the
Kushan period, Kampyrtepa, numismatics, historical geography, and ancient trade routes
considerably expanded scholarly understanding of the region’s ancient past. By combining
archaeological, written, numismatic, and geographical sources, Rtveladze developed a
comprehensive approach to the study of political, economic, and cultural processes. His
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scholarly legacy remains an important foundation for modern research on the ancient history

and archaeology of Uzbekistan and Central Asia.
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